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Dear Madam / Sir 
Dear friends of FEDECRAIL, 
 
on the occasion of our conference in the year 2000 in BAD 
BREISIG we visited Germany’s principal railway museum in 
Bochum-Dahlhausen. The FEDECRAIL-newsletters are written 
only 20 km from there. And therefore it is possible to see the 
first smoke and the first white clouds from the chimneys of the 
steam trains for the season 2001. Easter time is traditionally 
the starting season for many museum and tourist railways. 
 
Compared to last year there will be less of lines left to be 
travelled on due to extinction process of supposedly 
“unprofitable” lines even though many roads and motorway are 
already overcrowded. And those lines which have been used 
by the museum and tourist railways with a preference will be 
the first to find their nirvana. 
Therefore some museum and tourist railways has taken lines 
which were envisaged for closure as a matter of necessity. 
Apart from operation of railways, the maintenance of 
locomotives and vehicles, the partially extensive railway 
structure has been added to the museum and tourist railways 
as well. This does not facilitate things. 
 
There are not enough museum and tourist railways operating 
in order to obtain the financial sums needed for the 
maintenance of railway infrastructures. Therefore railway 
infrastructure in the form of existence security belongs to the 
public domain. This is rather the case of politics. 
 
At this point, I would like to ask for your help in creating the 
FEDECRAIL newsletter once again. The FEDECRAIL 
newsletter aims to facilitate an exchange of information 
between members and the board as well as publishing 
general, technical, and specific information. 
 
 
 
Yours, Bruno Rebbelmund 
 
 
 
 
FEDECRAIL Internet - Address: 
www.fedecrail.org 
 
FEDECRAIL Newsletter is published by and is copyright of the European Federation of Museum and 
Tourist Railways. The views expressed within the FEDECRAIL Newsletter are not necessary those of the 
Editors or of FEDECRAIL council. FEDECRAIL newsletters are published in English, French and German. 
Contributions to the FEDECRAIL Newsletter are of a voluntary nature. 
Translations by School of Language and European Studies, Aston University, Birmingham / United 
Kingdom 
 
Time of publication 15.04.2001 
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FEDECRAIL Conference 
27th – 01st May 2001 

TORINO - ITALY 
 
 
This year’s conference is being held in northern Italy hosted by AMFP Associazione “Museo Ferroviario 
Piemontese” and FIFTM, the Italian National Federation of Museums and Tourist Railways. The 
conference programme is spread over two centres. The business session and first part of the tours 
programme will be based in TORINO (Friday, 27.04. – Sunday, 29.04), capital city of the province of 
Piedmont and the final stages of the tour programme will be based at BERGAMO (Monday, 30.04 – 
Tuesday, 01.05.) a town approximately 50km to north-west of MILANO. Both TORINO and BERGAMO 
are interesting historical cities. TORINO is the former capital of the Kingdom of Savoy with a beautiful city 
centre created between the 17th. and 19th. centuries. The walled old town on the hill of Bergamo is one of 
northern Italy’s finest town centres. 
 
 
Conference Theme: “Regulation of Safety on Heritage Railways in Europe” 
 
Following discussion at the FEDECRAIL 2000 General Assembly, regulation of safety will be this year’s 
theme. Presentations will provide comparisons between the different structures for safety regulations 
adopted in various countries and also the present – and possible future – impact of relevant EU directives. 
Speakers will include Government officers with railway safety responsibilities from France, Italy, the 
Netherlands, Unites Kingdom and the European Commission. To provide a comprehensive review, this 
will be the sole theme of the conference. The business sessions will be held in central Torino at the 
historic Palazzo Lascaris of the Piemontese Regional Council and the General Assembly will be held at 
the “Eurostar Club” within the magnificent mid-19th century Porta Nuova Station. 
 
 
Programme Summary 
 
Fri 27.04. Conference Business Sessions 1 and 2 (afternoon) 
 
Sat 28.04. Conference Business Sessions 3 and 4 (morning) 
 FEDECRAIL General Assembly (early afternoon) 
 Preview visit by Special Train to new AMFP Railway Museum nearing completion at 
 Savigliano, followed by dinner (late afternoon + evening) 
 
Sun 29.04. Visits: Valle di Susa (alpine valley north-west of Torino) Rail journey (service train) 
 on the “Mon Cenis” route for visit to railway museum at Bussoleno followed by lunch 
 at Susa. (08.55h – 16.20h); Return by rail to Torino – option to extend visit to Valle di 
 Susa if wished. 
 
Mon 30.04. Combined Transfer + Visits: TORINO – LAGO MAGGIORE -LUINO –BERGAMO 
 by rail from Torino (service train) along shores of Lago Maggiore to railway museum 
 of Associazione “Verbano Express” at Luino near Swiss border; Coach transfer in 
 afternoon from Luino to Bergamo with en route visit to Ogliari Museum at Ranco –  
 drop off at Milano Malpensa airport late afternoon on request ( 07.13h – 18.45h). 
 
Tue 01.05. Visits: Special steam train excursion of Associazione “Treno Blue” a major heritage 
 rail service operator in Italy including visits to and lunch at Monteisola on Lago d’Iseo 
 (10.00h – 17.45h). 
 
 
A feature of the study tour programme is he opportunity to see collections not (yet) readily available to the 
general public, including the preview of the collection at the new museum at Savigliano and to see 
something of the operations, not only of our primary local hosts AMFTP, but of other FIFTM member 
organisations in northern Italy. 
 
 
 

A View from Lithuania. 
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Zilvinas Urbutis / Lithuania 
 
 
(An open letter to FEDECRAIL Newsletter) 
 
 
Latest events in Lithuania concerning the efforts to save the narrow gauge railway have definitely 
confirmed that FEDECRAIL is an association of railway enthusiasts and at the same time a serious force, 
whose opinion is respected. 
 
After the restoration of Lithuania’s independence in 1990, this historical narrow gauge railway was 
assigned to Lithuanian Railways and became an integral part of this company. The narrow gauge railway 
was built at the beginning of last century. It is 750 mm gauge, 175 km (110 miles) long and is the largest 
operating narrow gauge railway in Baltic States. At present, while Lithuania is in process of getting ready 
to join the European Union and NATO, deep economic and social reforms are taking place. These 
reforms have also affected Lithuanian Railways company, “Lietuvos Gelezinkeliai” (LG). LG is in the 
process of reorganizing its activities and restructuring the company following the directives given by the 
European Union (starting with EC 91/440). At present LG is a “Special Purpose Joint Stock Company”. In 
accordance with the laws of Republic of Lithuania, joint stock companies are enterprises seeking profit in 
their activities. It is natural that the management of the company is reviewing the strategies of its 
operations, and divesting unprofitable activities or transferring these activities to third parties. 
Some statistics: 
In the year 2000 the Lithuanian narrow gauge railway received an income of 28,000 Litas (US$7,000) for 
transport of passengers while the operating expenses, including the personnel and infrastructure, 
amounted to approx. 1.8 million Litas (US$ 450,000). It is obvious, even to a layman, that under these 
circumstances the railroad can not survive as an economic entity. This was the scenario under which 
Lithuanian Railway company at the beginning of this year decided to close Lithuanian narrow gauge 
railways, a unique object of technical / cultural heritage, which is listed in the directory of protected cultural 
treasures. 
 
Lithuania is not a large country, it has about 3.7 million inhabitants and, therefore, it is natural that the 
group of people interested in the railway transportation history and its preservation is not extensive. About 
1997 several railway enthusiasts formed a club “HOBIS”. Diverse and separate activities are also carried 
out by model railway collectors and researchers of railroad history. In the summer of the year 2000 it 
became evident that the situation with the narrow railway was difficult and that the disposition of LG 
management regarding its preservation was shifting. At that time several railway enthusiasts, together with 
individuals involved in cultural activities and some political figures, founded the 
 

“The Union of Supporters of the Lithuanian Narrow Gauge Railway ”. 
 
Professor Leonas Lingaitis, a scientist and a great railway enthusiast was elected as president. Part of the 
membership of “HOBIS” club joined this association. The idea to use the experience of our colleagues in 
Europe trying to solve different problems came in the fall of last year. Moreover, the events in January of 
this year (when LG General Manager, Jonas Birziskis took the decision to close the narrow gauge 
railway), hastened this process resulting in a formal request, a call for help, which was sent to 
FEDECRAIL and NERHT (New Europe Railway Heritage Trust) and it was the right thing to do. 
Putting aside all other commitments, the President of FEDECRAIL, Mr. David T. Morgan, the Chairman of 
NERHT, Mr. Stephen Wiggs and NERHT Consultants, Messrs. Frank Cooper and Gordon Rushton 
hurried to Lithuania. Our sincere thanks to them! I believe that this trip gave them a clearer picture of the 
situation. 
 
In addition, the Lithuanian governmental institutions also understood that this problem is not only local. 
Lithuanian press and Lithuanian National TV have widely acknowledged this visit and, I believe, it 
contributed to the softening of the position of LG regarding the narrow gauge railway. 1 million Litas (US$ 
250,000) were promised for the year 2001 and 0.5 million Litas (US$ 125,000) for 2002 with a condition 
that a “public entity”, which would govern narrow gauge railway, be formed. But Lithuania, same as many 
European and other countries in the world, has a common problem: 
bureaucrats, who take decisions very slowly. 
At this time we have a vicious circle: 
The Ministry of Transportation, the Ministry of Culture, the District of Panevezys and the Municipalities of 
the regions crossed by the narrow gauge railway can not agree which of them should be the founder of 
this “public entity”. Under these circumstances and leaving his important responsibilities in the United 
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Kingdom, Mr. David T. Morgan, President of FEDECRAIL, visited Lithuania for the second time within 
approximately one month, to review the situation and offer his assistance. This sincere FEDECRAIL 
assistance in the person of its President is very much appreciated by the railway enthusiasts in Lithuania 
and inspires them to actively continue the fight to preserve the narrow gauge railway. 
 
The last visit of FEDECRAIL’s President brings some hope that with our joint effort the proposed good 
ideas will be realized. During Mr. Morgan’s last visit, we were able to arrange a meeting with the advisor to 
the Economic Committee of the Lithuanian Parliament. We believe, he received much needed information 
and the general impression was positive. While I was accompanying Mr. Morgan to the airport for his 
return trip, this gentleman set-up a very short meeting between the manager of the narrow gauge railway, 
the deputy director of the district of Panevezys and the chairman of the Economic Committee of the 
Lithuanian Parliament, Mr. Uspackih. 
When updated on the situation of the narrow gauge railway, Mr. Uspackih was surprised and told that he 
had received completely different information from Lithuanian Railways. On April 11, the Economic 
Committee will have a meeting to discuss the questions relating to the preservation of the narrow gauge 
railway. Members of the Union of Supporters of the Lithuanian Narrow Gauge Railway and FEDECRAIL 
representatives were invited to this meeting. Perhaps, while you are reading these lines, some decisions 
will be taken – we hope that they will be positive. 
 
Lastly, in the name of the president of our association, Professor L. Lingaitis, I wish to thank the leaders of 
FEDECRAIL and NERHT and their members for the support given us. We wish you all the success in your 
efforts to preserve historical railways, which are cultural treasures not of a single nation, but of the entire 
Europe. 
 
 
 
 
 

10th International Narrow Gauge Railway Conference 
Froissy, Cappy Dompierre - France 

Tony Tomkins / United Kingdom 
 
 
This highly successful – and exceptionally well-organised event, full marks to the Froissy, Cappy 
Dompierre (FCD) for their consummate abilities in this – saw 188 delegates representing 35 different 
Societies from 7 European countries meeting together on the 6-8th October 2000 
 
Opportunities to travel the full length of the FCD line, behind both steam and diesel locos, were provided 
on all three days. Visiting steam and diesel locomotives were given a chance to show their paces on the 
line which includes running alongside the Somme-Canal, a zig-zag to gain 15 metres height to the 
Santerre plateau above, a 300 metre long tunnel with a road immediately in front of the top portal plus 
road-side running across the plateau almost to the former sugar refinery at Dompierre. A total of seven 
kilometres (4,35 miles) of sheer continental narrow gauge delight. 
 
On the Saturday, the focus subject for presentation to delegates was “Operating Rules and Safety”. 
Papers were given by Tony Tomkins, Leighton Buzzard Railway, Jean Pierre Vanhaeche of APPEVA (the 
Society operating the FCD) and Andreas Scholz from the German Association, Stumpfwaldbahn Ramsen. 
The subject covered the historic basis of operating rules are needed to operate safely – especially when 
carrying fare-paying passengers –and the way that operating rules can be implemented on narrow gauge 
line across Europe. 
 
The papers were thought-provoking and much discussion followed among delegates over the meal 
breaks, the food being of excellent quality, as one might expect from our French host. 
 
 
This was made easier, for the UK delegates at least, because of the presence of translators who did an 
excellent job ensuring comprehension and understanding were achieves irrespective of which of the three 
working languages – French, German, English – were being used. 
 
The papers were available in all three languages as written text. The accuracy of the translation was 
impeccable, at least judged by the UK experience, when laughter at the two deliberately placed points in 



No 13-II/01 6 FEDECRAIL Newsletter 
 
 

 

the text, happened at the right time! Again, this is indicative of the very high quality of organisation and 
planning that made the event the outstanding success that it was. 
 
The eleventh Narrow Gauge Conference will be held at the Frankfurter Feldbahnmuseum (Germany) - the 
scene earlier this year of their 25th Anniversary celebrations attended by 1877 de Winton “Chaloner” and 
1902 Hunslet “Alice” both from the Leighton Buzzard. There was a proposal from both Dutch and German 
delegates that the twelfth Conference might be held in the UK. 
 
The warmth, interest and networking between delegates was instantly apparent and is indicate of a 
genuine fraternity among narrow gauge Societies – irrespective of where in Europe they may operate. 
This echoes the efforts made by FEDECRAIL to simulate interest, support and understanding of what is 
going on in the heritage railway movement. The fact that the narrow gauge groups have successfully 
developed this format over the last ten years is to be applauded and encouraged. 
 
One would hope that the earlier reticence of the UK ng Societies may be overcome and that the wealth of 
experience in restoration, conservation and operation we have in the UK might be able to be shared with 
our colleagues in continental Europe, by our active participation in future Conferences. 
 
 
 
 
 

FEDECRAIL’s European Weekend 
“50 years of the Railway Volunteer” 

Pascal Schnakenbourg / France; Livius J. Kooy / Netherlands 
 
This weekend, to be held by our members on the 9th and 10th of June 2001, should offer an ideal 
opportunity to highlight the volunteer work done by our museums- or tourist railway or tramway and also to 
attract new potential volunteers. 
 
As the United Nations have called 2001 the “International Year of the Volunteer”, the FEDECRAIL event 
may lift on the huge publicity generated by this UN initiative. Today we can already find articles about the 
UN theme in our newspapers. 
 
The international Year of the Volunteer will however be worked out on a national basis, and the average 
view on volunteer work has much to do with social and medical work, not with museum railways. 
The best way to draw attention to our own volunteer work lies in a good presentation of the European 
Weekend by FEDECRAIL’S members. We have therefore put together a few suggestions which may 
attract both the press and the young people. 
 
SUGGESTIONS FOR THE FEDECRAIL WEEKEND PRESENTATION 
 

- inform the press about those working on your railway as volunteers for say 10,25 or 50 years, 
showing how many years of experience you have built up; 

 
- invite young people and the press for a free ride and offer: 

 
- a guided workshop tour to show the nice and interesting work and restoration projects you have 

for new volunteers, followed by a tea or coffee break and the: 
 

 
- presentation of the FEDECRAIL video about working with the youth “Steam passion, youth on 

line” which is available at 17,5 € incl. Postage; 
- then an trip in a coach specially reserved for them, with the FEDECRAIL flag attached to the 

coach or locomotive, which flag can be ordered for about 15€; 
 

- an experienced volunteer in that coach explaining to the young people (and the press) the 
volunteer work they can do outside the workshop; 

 
- finally a railway or museum leaflet, maybe a souvenir, and a A4 with information they should not 

forget like minimum age, contact persons and address details. 
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These are only suggestions but we trust you can use them to your good advantage and adapt them to suit 
your local situation. 
 
FEDECRAIL is always interested to learn how you have worked with such a theme. Any suggestions for 
further improvement, and your contributions for the Newsletter are most welcome. 
 
 
 
 

Derailment of train on a 
Railway Preservation Society in 1998 

Railway Inspectorate Report, completed March 1999 
 
 
Preface: Name and country of the following Summary of above report are known by FEDECRAIL 
Newsletter. 
 
 
Incident: 
On Saturday 18th July at 15:45h a railway preservation society train left the rails at low speed, and one of 
the carriages in the train overturned. 
 
Damage and Injuries 
During the accident, windows in the side of the carriage which hit the ground were smashed. 17 of the 20 
passengers in the carriage were injured, 5 of them severely. The injuries consisted primarily of injuries 
incurred in falling, cuts, and in some cases, fractures. 
 
Results of the investigation 
 
Immediate causes 
The derailment was caused by excessive track gauge on a stretch of 56 metres. 
Sleepers and fastenings were in such poor condition that they could not hold the rails transversely when 
train passed over the weak position. 
 
Underlying causes 
The inspection of the status of the track installation was carried out without knowledge of the necessary 
acute limits. As a result, the risk of derailment was not identified during the inspection of the track. 
The track manager, who also acted as inspector, does not have sufficient expertise for the task. 
 
 
Operational Deficiencies 
The poor financial situation of the Railway Preservation Society has led to track maintenance being 
neglected, and traffic operation being prioritised over essential maintenance measures. 
The committee of the Railway Preservation Society has provided no effective management and 
supervision of track maintenance. As a result, inspections have not been followed up, and there has been 
a lack of documentation, which is in breach of the Government Inspectorate’s regulation. 
 
Other observations 
The major inspection by the Railway Inspectorate identified the current deficiencies in the operation, but, 
despite this, no urgent action was taken to correct matters. 
Measures taken and/or decided 
After the accident, the Society repaired the stretch of track on which the derailment occurred, and replace 
points 3. The full stretch has been closed for traffic until upgrading has been carried out. 
After the derailment, the Railway Inspectorate carried out a check on track inspection at all railway 
preservations tracks, by requesting each of them to submit their most recent inspection protocols. The 
result have been collated, and show, among other things, that some railway preservation societies lack 
proper documentation of inspections carried out. 
 
 
Proposals for action 
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The major system inspection the railway preservation society carried out 1 year before has not yet been 
completed. The results of this accident investigation will be taken into account in the Inspectors report, 
along with proposals for action. For this reason, this inquiry report makes no proposals for action by the 
Railway Preservation Society. 
 

1. All operators who run preserved railways and tramways should ensure that the track installations 
are inspected by competent and appropriately qualified inspectors. 

2. The Railway Inspectorate should investigate the possibility of drawing up regulations governing 
requirements for expertise for important officials and technical experts such as inspectors in the 
operating organisations for railways. 

3. The railway inspectorate should review the Inspection and Maintenance of Track Installation 
Regulations. There should be rules for classifying deficiencies which have been discovered, so 
that it is clear which deficiencies require immediate action. 

 
 
 
 

New Moscow Transport Museum* 
 
There is a recently-opened Museum of City Surface Passenger Transport. Situated in a city tram depot, 
the Museum displays a fascinating collection of trams, trolleybuses and buses dating from the end of 19th 
Century to examples of the last Czech and Russian-built prototypes. Of special interest are a most 
attractive reconstruction of a horse-drawn tram and examples of the earliest electric vehicles with their 
trailers. 
 
 
 
 

Launch Event planned for Pereslavl 157 Locomotive* 
 
Plans are being made for a special celebratory event on the Pereslavl Railway Museum to mark the return 
to steam of their class 157 tender locomotive in 2001. 
 
Following a successful boiler test, work is proceeding smoothly with the mechanical overhaul of the 
locomotive and tender. The European friends of Pereslavl Railway Museum and the New Europe Railway 
Heritage Trust ( NERHT) have offered to assist with the organisation of a high-profile dedication 
ceremony, including an Orthodox religious ceremony for the blessing the loco. 
In addition to generating valuable publicity for the museum, such an event could provide an opportunity to 
inaugurate an appeal for funds to construct a replica station building at the Talicy headquarters of the 
railway. This would incorporate all the necessary facilities to cater for visitors. It is estimated such a 
building will cost in the region $10.000. 
A 3-page website in English giving basic details of the peat railway system around Pereslavl and including 
a map of the system (Cyrillic script) is available. 
 
http://pavel.physikus.sunysb.edu/RR/USSR/kupan.html 
 
 
 

Twinning Arrangements* 
 
Clive Evans, the Commercial Director of the Spa Valley Railway, is currently working with Mike Pease 
from NERHT on a formal agreement to “twin” with the Pyskowice Locomotive Deport Museums in 
Southern-Poland. 
Such am commitment would enable both organisations to devise programmes of co-operation which could 
involve the European Commission’s “PHARE” programme which assists in partnerships between 
organisations in EU member states and others in central and eastern Europe. 
 
 
 

Central Museum of October Railway, St. Petersburg* 

http://pavel.physikus.sunysb.edu/RR/USSR/kupan.html


No 13-II/01 9 FEDECRAIL Newsletter 
 
 

 

 
Museum has in its stock a former Wagon Lits Coach which now identifies as No. 170019 PMS-88. This 
carriage ended up in the USSR during the years of the WW II, or immediately afterwards. 
Currently, the Museum did not have any technical documentation for this carriage, and the task of finding 
some is now very pressing. Who can help? 
 
 
 

Russian “Church on Wheels”** 
 
On 18th October 2000, a special train drew into the Yaroslavl station in Moscow. Standing out among the 
coaches was a striking vehicle finished in grey and blue with a white roof. The grey window surrounds 
were further embellished with gold decorations, and one window bay on each side had been replaced by 
an impressive icon of the Madonna & Child. 
 
The platform was filled with black-robed clergy and dark-suited railway officials. From the crowd, His 
Holiness Patriarch Alexy II. Of Moscow and All Russia stepped forward to consecrate the coach the new 
“Church on Wheels” in honour of the Icon of the Mother of God named “Hodegetria (She Who Shows the 
Way)”. 
The ceremony was followed by a press conference, attended by Officials of Moscow Railways, the 
Orthodox Church and INVARKORP, the pharmaceutical company who sponsor the project. 
The idea of “Church on Wheels” is not a new one for Russia. 104 years ago, in 1896, a similar vehicle was 
built at the Putivl works on the order of Tsar Nicholas II. 
 
 
 

Balkan Steam** 
 
Following the fall of the Milosovic regime, NERHT has been delighted to hear from Zoltan Veresic, 
representing “Balkan Steam”. This organisation runs charter trips by the “Romantika” museum train along 
the more attractive Serbian lines, featuring run – pasts for photographers and other special events. Mixed 
passenger and freight trains may also be chartered. 
Balkan Steam also organises visits to all Serbian industrial sites where steam still operates. They have 
already run such tours for groups of enthusiasts from Europe and Japan. 
More Info at: liki@Eunet.yu 
 
 

Pyskowice – Poland** 
 
The Pyskowice Depot Museum Association has now been formed as a supporters’ group for all interested 
enthusiasts outside Poland. Membership has already risen to over 60. Although primarily a British 
organisation, there are already members in Belgium, Germany, Finland, Estonia, France and Slovenia. 
 
 

A Px 48 in the Cooks Islands!** 
 
EASTERN STAR have been delighted to hear from Tim Arnold on the island of Rarotonga, where he lives 
with his Polish wife Mata and family. He is nearing the end of a complete rebuilding of Px 0-80 No. 1741, 
and will shortly be running it on 200 m of track. 
Tim Arnold will be reporting on his progress with  from time to time. 
 
 
 
 
 * Origin: EASTERN STAR No. 3 – 10/00 
** Origin: EASTERN STAR No. 4 – 01/01 
EASTERN Star is the publication of the “New Europe Railway Heritage Trust” (NERHT) 
 
 

mailto:liki@Eunet.yu
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Members of FEDECRAIL 

 
FEDECRAIL members come from the following 20 nations: 
Belgium, Denmark, Germany, Estonia, Finland, France, Great-Britain, Italy, Ireland, Lithuania, 
Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Austria, Russia, Sweden, Switzerland, Spain, Czech Republic, 
Ukraine.  
 
 
 
 

Friends of FEDECRAIL 
 
The Council has decided that anyone who is interested may become a “Friend of FEDECRAIL”, pay a 
subscription of £25 and thus receive our Newsletter and Conference Information just like our members. 
Friends of FEDECRAIL may also attend AGM’s. The right to speak is reserved for members only but 
Friends may speak at the AGM at the discretion of the Chairmen of the meeting. 
 
 
 
 

FEDECRAIL LEAFLET 
 
has been circulated and gives a clear message that FEDECRAIL is now an 
 
 

“ Pan- European Organisation! ” 
 
 
 
 

EU Directive Network Access – 2001/14/EG 
 
Please find the new EU directive on network access under 
 

http://europa.eu.int/eurlex/en/lif/dat/2001/en_301L0014.html 
 
The page is normally in English version. If you click on the top right language button you will get in your 
language. 
 

1st World Steam & Tourist Trains Congress 
USHUAIA – TIERRA del FUEGO – ARGENTINA 

19th – 21st October 2001 
 
Around the globe people talk about stakeholders when they refer to those different people that benefits 
from certain activity. For the first time, during this year it will take place a special event that will giv3e 
special recognition to the Steam locomotives and the tourist trains. A conference that will develop 
partnerships among the stakeholders who are involved in the operation, commercialization and recovery 
of the old traditional trains around the world. The stakeholders include government (national and local), 
the energy industry, the equipment manufacturers, the owners, environmentalists, and customers. Each 
has a unique role to play in getting successful and further to become a commercial reality. We know that 
in every continent efforts and problems are solved by regional creativity. More communication and 
exchange of information will help Steam & Tourist Trains not just to be an alternative way of 
transportation, 

but to be   T H E   friendly and old way for everybody that will survive for the long term. 
 

http://europa.eu.int/eurlex/en/lif/dat/2001/en_301L0014.html
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The panels and speakers have been carefully selected to reflect the different types of cooperation that so 
far has been successful in creating public and private partnerships in Europe, Asia, Africa, Oceania and 
Latin America. 
Finally the International Steam and Tourist Trains Association will announce its fundamentals. 
 
 
The place 
The end of the world railway is pleased to invite you to the most southern city in the world. 

Ushuaia, Tierra del Fuego, Argentina 
The islands where Capitan Fitz Roy sailed in the 19th century with the strange passenger Charles Darwin 
board on board the beagle. 
Ushuaia is located 3.170km south from Buenos Aires, 3 ½ hours of air flight. October is spring time in the 
Southern Hemisphere. The congress & exhibit will take place at the new conference room “Millenium” in 
the elegant atmosphere of Las Hayas Resort Hotel. 
 
 
Reason to call for a World Congress 
 

a. To unite the two major associations FEDECRAIL & TRAIN members together with other 
independent projects from different parts of the world.  

b. To exchange information on the different sources of finance available for funding the development 
and operation of steam & tourist trains in different parts of the world  

c. To address the ways in which steam & tourist trains may assist the protection of the environment.  
d. To discuss the technical problems inherent in the operation of steam & tourist trains and how 

these may be answered, including the use of modern technology.  
e. To promote the activity in new regions, so the worldwide heritage could be better preserved and 

tourism associated to railways increase.  
f. To introduce the charm Argentina, Patagonia and Tierra del Fuego to the participants  
g. To launch the future International Steam & Tourist Train Association  

The INTERNATIONAL STEAM & TOURIST TRAIN ASSOCIATION purpose: 
- TO PROMOTE INTEREST IN STEAM & TOURIST TRAINS AND TO HIGHLIGHT THEIR 
 VALUE TO TOURISM, THE CREATION OF EMPLOYMENT AND THE PROTECTION OF THE 
 ENVIRONMENT 
- TO PROMOTE THE INTEREST OF THE OWNERS AND OPERATORS OF STEAM AND 
 TOURIST TRAINS BY HELPING THEM TO ADDRESS TECHNICAL AND FINANCIAL 
 PROBLEMS WITH ADVISE AND THE POOLING OF EXPERIENCE AND BY SUCH OTHER 
 MEANS AS MAY BE PRACTICABLE 
- TO PRESERVE THE STEAM DYNAMIC IN ALL CULTURES ,RETRIEVING THE HISTORY 
 AND THE HERITAGE OF THE REGIONS 

 
 
 
 
Conference Program 
Day 1: 19th October 2001 
09:00-09:30 Opening Session 
The Hosts will welcome and explain the strategy behind the railway as tourism business and self finance. 
 
09:30-10:30 The Tourism and Environment Panel: Environmental and economic advantages of 
tourist trains 
To discuss how important tourist trains can be to the environment and the promotion of tourism in a 
region. Government incentives are needed to encourage this old transport technologies to be successful. 
Invited speakers include Secretaries of Tourism from Argentina, India, USA and from Europe. 
 
10:45 KEYNOTE SPEAKER: Eng. Livio Dante Porta "The third Generation of steam" The last deputy 
of Andre Chapelon  
 
11:15-12:15 The technical and Environment Panel: The opportunities offered by technical 
advances in steam locomotive development 
The best engineers and followers of Porta’s legacy explaining their experiences on the field in South 
Africa, Switzerland, Argentina and USA. 
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12:30-15.00 LUNCH 
 
15:00-16:00 The Finance Panel: Steam and tourist trains as a business 
Open discussion between private operators and railway owners to explain their business and alternatives 
for financing. Ideas of how investments in tourist trains can be profitable and also preserve heritage, and 
how market tools can finance both. 
 
16:15 KEYNOTE SPEAKER: "Financing of heritage railways and tourist trains" A deliberate paper 
from a representative of the World Bank  
 
16:45-17:45 The Finance Panel: The heritage culture tourist trains and the contribution made by 
volunteers 
Open discussion on methods which allows heritage railways to survive without government support. 
Incentive programs, contribution made by volunteers in Germany, the United Kingdom, USA, and 
elsewhere. Benefits and problems of tourist trains as private business. 
 
19:30 Cocktail Reception at Las Hayas Resort Hotel: Meet your colleagues and business opportunities 
in an elegant atmosphere 
 
 
Day 2: 20th October 2001 
09:30 KEYNOTE SPEAKER: HRH Prince Michael of Kent "Railway heritage in the world" A 
personal view from one who sees the larger global picture of tourists’ railways. 
 
10:00-12:30 The Railway Associations Panel: Railway heritage in the world 
The chairmen of the most representative Railways Associations from every region in the world, explaining 
their facts & figures, their ideas and relevant topics that concern its members today and tomorrow 
 
12:30-15.00 LUNCH 
 
15:00-17.30 Show off your own business by telling them "Who you are !" 
Special Poster session that will allow all participants to freely show their business. You will be able to 
exhibit your ideas with colleagues or customers and exchange the different points of view freely in a large 
exhibition room. 
 
18:00 Conference Close 
Conference official language: Spanish & English (Simultaneous translation) 
 
 
After and Before Congress Program 
The tours program is under review, some changes can be up dated very soon 
 
Congress tour 1: Monday 15th - Morning, Visit to Railway Museum and Retiro and Constitución Stations. 
Noon, visit to Ferroclub and ride to La Plata. Afternoon visit at La Plata. Night back to BsAs (Buenos 
Aires). (included in the Congress fee) 
 
Before congress tour 2: Tuesday 16th - Trip to Patagonia. (To be confirm) Tuesday air plane BsAs – 
Esquel arrival noon, visit to the Old Patagonian Express, Lunch, trip to El Maitén workshops. Night at 
Hotel in Esquel. Next day (Wednesday) bus trip to Trelew (7 hours) visit to old welsh stations and 
colonies, traditional welsh tea, airplane to Rio Gallegos, Night at hotel in Río Gallegos. 
Next day (Thursday) visit to coalmine train Rio Turbio, ride on train to harbour, afternoon airplane to 
Ushuaia. Night at hotel in Ushuaia. 
 
Congress Ladies tour: Friday, bus trip to Lake Fagnano, Lunch on the way. (included in Accompanied 
persons fee) 
 
Congress tour 3: Saturday, visit to End of the World Railway. Ride on the train, visit to National Park by 
bus. Night free. (included in Congress Fee) 
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Congress tour 4: Sunday, sailing (to be confirmed) trip on boat along Beagle Channel, Visit to the city. 
(included in Congress Fee) Night air flight to Bs. As.  
 
After congress option tour 5: Trip to Tren de las Nubes. Monday afternoon flight to Salta. Night at hotel 
in Salta. Next day (Tuesday) trip Clouds train 14 h, both ways, lunch. Night at Salta. Next day 
(Wednesday) trip to Bs As or visit the city of Salta. (optional) 
 
After congress option tour 6: Trip to Iguazú Falls . Any day flight BsAs – Iguazú, Night at Hotel In 
Iguazú, Next day visit the falls, night at Hotel. Next day flight back to Bs As (optional)  
 
After congress option tour 7: Trip to visit Railway Museum in Montevideo. (to be confirmed by Uruguay) 
Any day flight BsAs – Montevideo (40 minutes). Visit old trains, sightseeing tour in Montevideo. Night flight 
back to Bs As  
 
After congress option tour 8: (to be arranged)Trip to visit Steam Railways and Museum in Santiago de 
Chile. Any day flight BsAs – Santiago (2 hours). Visit old trains, sightseeing tour in City. Night hotel in 
Santiago or flight back to Buenos Aires  
 
 
 
For more information: www:trendelfindelmundo.com.ar 
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Official FEDECRAIL Addresses 
 
Name Address Tel/Fax/E-MAIL 
Council 
David   MORGAN 7 Cheyne Place home +44-171-352.6077 
President LONDON SW3 4HH work +44-171-242.5473 
 GREAT BRITAIN fax  +44-171-831.7454 
  Davidtmorgan21@hotmail.com 
 
Heimo   ECHENSPERGER Lerchenweg 1b home +49-8171-34303 
Vice-President D-82538 GERETSRIED fax   +49-89-6661738343 
 GERMANY Work +49-89-1480.3725 
  echensperger@t-online.de 
 
Kjell   PALÉN Baagevaegen 154 home +46-60-10.0535 
Vice-President S-85652 SUNDSVALL fax  same number 
 SWEDEN Mobil +46-60.647.0034 
  kjell.palen@swipnet.se 
 
Pascal   SCHNAKENBOURG Lycée Pierre de la Ramée home + 33-3-2364.8838 
Vice President 1, Rue Jules Siegfried fax  same number 
 F-02100 ST. QUENTIN work  +33-3-2362.8305 
 FRANCE pschnak@wordonline.fr 
 
Livius J.   KOOY De Akker 25 home +31-53-572.7357 
Secretary NL-7481 GA HAAKSBERGEN fax  (on request only) 
 NETHERLANDS fedcrail@worldonline.nl 
 !!! Official FEDECRAIL postal address !!! 
 
Rik   DEGRUYTER De Streep 19 home +32-50-35.8989 
Treasurer B-8340 DAMME fax  same number 
  Work +32-3-2244.6703 
 BELGIUM mobile +32-7552.2774 
  Rik.degryuter@skynet.be 
            henri.degruyter@lin.vlaanderen.be 
 
Managing Committee 
Conference Organisation 
Peter   OVENSTONE 33, Palmerston Place home +44-131-225.1486 
 EDINBURGH EH12 5AU fax  +44-131-220.5886 
 GREAT BRITAIN 
 
Newsletter 
Bruno   REBBELMUND Westerwaldstraße 7 home +49-208-635.1569 
 D-46145 OBERHAUSEN fax  +49-208-667443 
 GERMANY rebbelmund@t-online.de 
 
EU-Boiler Regulations 
Albert   WOLTER 12, Rue de Lasauvage home +352-509 050 
 L-4829   RODANGE fax  +352-509 485 
 LUXEMBOURG 
 
For payments other than by cheque: 
Bank account No   Compte bancaire No   Bankkonto Nr. 
001-2046897-79 
FORTIS-Bank, B-1120 Neder-over-Heembeek 
F. Vekemansstraat 200A 
Payment can also be made by credit card - Visa; Eurocard; Mastercard 
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Who is FEDECRAIL 
 
 
FEDECRAIL – Federation of European Culture Railways – is an organisation under 
Belgian law. It was founded in April 1994 in Brussels and was authorised by royal 
Belgian decree. 
 
 
FEDECRAIL – is the European parent organisation for all friends of rail traffic who 
are engaged in the maintenance, preservation and operation of historical rail vehicles. 
 
 
FEDECRAIL – every European national parent organisation for Culture Railways 
can become a member of FEDECRAIL. Individual associations can only become 
members if there is no national organisation. Individual members or extra-European 
associations can join the circle of the “ FRIENDS OF FEDECRAIL “ as promoters, 
patrons or sponsors as members without the right to vote. 
 
 
FEDECRAIL – regards itself as a connecting link between the national parent 
organisations and the European committees (EU parliament, EU commissions, EU exe-
cutive boards, etc.) 
 
 
FEDECRAIL – is the forum for discussions and the exchange of information for the 
European Culture Railways 
 
 
FEDECRAIL – managing committee and technical representatives (executive 
organs) come from all European member associations and work exclusively on a 
honorary basis. 
 
 
FEDECRAIL – publishes a bulletin with important information three times a year 
 
 
FEDECRAIL – organises an annual conference with specific European topics of 
the Culture Railways such as the preservation and maintenance of the European 
heritage, incorporation into the regions, labour safety, financing, legislation, 
harmonisation, environmental protection, etc. Study trips on 3 days to the vicinity of the 
respective places of conference are always an element of the conference. These have 
thus far been B-BRUSSELS(1994), F-STRASBOURG(1995), GB- 
BIRMINGHAM(1996), 
S-STOCKHOLM(1997), E-BARCELONA(1998), CZ-PRAGUE(1999), D-BAD BREISIG 
(2000) and I-TORINO(2001) 
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